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8 November 2024

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency
podiatryconsultation@ahpra.gov.au

Dear Chair
Re: Response to the Proposal to Change the Protected Title for Podiatric Surgery

Australian Orthopaedic Association (AOA) welcomes the opportunity to provide input on
the proposal to change the protected title for the specialty of podiatric surgery to ‘surgical
podiatrist.’ While AOA understand the intention behind the proposal, AOA has significant
concerns about this change and its potential impact on public safety, patient confusion, and
professional standards and does not support the proposal.

AOA is the peak professional body for orthopaedic surgeons in Australia. AOA provides
high quality specialist education, training and continuing professional development. AOA is
committed to ensuring the highest possible standard of orthopaedic care and is the leading
authority in the provision of orthopaedic information to the community.

1. Do you agree with the proposal to change the protected title for the podiatry
specialty of podiatric surgery to ‘surgical podiatrist’? Why or why not?

AOA does not support the proposed change to the title, 'surgical podiatrist'. The use of the
term 'surgical' or 'surgeon’ with other non-medical practitioners is misleading for consumers
and patients. AOA is of the firm view that the title 'surgeon' should be reserved for those who
are comprehensively surgically trained through a recognized medical training program,
recognised by the Australian Medical Council.

Whilst podiatric proceduralists are skilled in their field, they have not had the depth of surgical
training and qualifications of medical specialists in surgery. The term ‘surgical’ creates the
impression and confusion in the community that the podiatric proceduralists are competent
in undertaking surgical procedures requiring accreditation under Australian Medical Council
(AMC) standards. This is not the case and untrue and should not be supported.

2. Do you have an alternative suggestion for the protected title? If yes, how would
your suggested title achieve the same result as ‘surgical podiatrist’ in providing
greater clarity to consumers?

Yes, AOA suggests the title 'procedural podiatrist' or 'podiatric proceduralist’ as an
alternative. These titles better outline the practitioner as one who performs certain
procedures, some involving surgery, without overstating their qualification.

3. What are the potential impacts for consumers of the proposed change in title?

The proposed title change does not remove the potential to confuse and mislead the public,
patients and the community leading those being treated to believe the podiatric
proceduralists have been trained to AMC standards. This adversely impacts informed
decision making for patients.
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4. What are the potential impacts, including potential costs, for podiatric surgeons of
the proposed change in title?

The positive impacts for the group are their ability to continue operating in a field not requiring
them to meet AMC standards. The negative impacts are the risk to their ‘social licence to
operate’ when the community better understands that their education representation has not
been to a standard the community may believe relative to the fully trained and AMC
accredited orthoapedic foot and ankle surgeons.

The group will likely be required to continue to invest significant resources defending the
current risks to the titling where funds may be better deployed elsewhere. The evidence
supporting procedures with adverse outcomes have the risk of increasing medical indemnity
premiums

5. Are there any unintended consequences the Board might not have considered in
relation to the proposed change of title?

The introduction of section 115A of the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law
(Surgeons) Amendment Act 2023 (Qld) has set a precedent in title protection. AOA is of the
view that this may be extended nationally following a determination of the Health Minister’s
Meeting (HMM). It recognizes the importance of the term 'surgeon’ only being applied to
persons with a completed, particular training in medicine and surgery. There is risk of legal
and regulatory conflicts. This may undermine trust in the health system

Conclusion

AOA does not support the AHPRA proposal and recommends a more accurate title as
‘podiatric proceduralists’.

AOA thanks the Board for the opportunity to comment and would be very happy to continue
dialogue and discussion as required to ensure the public is accurately informed and
collectively the highest standard of care is delivered.

Thank you for your consideration

Kind regards,

N

Scott Fletcher
President
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